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Decision re: VYeterans Nemnrial A: sociation, Tnec.; by Paul ni.
Deabli.ig, General Cotnsel.

Issue Area: Federal Procuremsent of Goods and Services (1900).

Contact: Offica of the Genmeral Covr9wsel: Procurement Lav I,

Budget Punction: General Sovernment: Other General overnmant
(806) .

Organizaticn Concerned: Dapartment of Housing and Orban
Deveiopment.

Authority: Department of Housing and Urban Development Act (P.L.

89-174, sec. 5(a); 79 Stat. 669; 42 G.S.C. 3534). 12 U.S.C.
1713(1). 12 U.S.C. 17D2. B-188283 (1977).

Association protested alleged improprieties in the
Department of Housing and Urban Development's (HUD) h»ndling of
a gelicitation for proposals from nonprofit organizatinns for
the purchase ard operation of a low iacome housing project in
Oklahoma. GAO has no legal basis to gquestion Secretary of NOD's
broad statutory authority to expend public funds. The protest
vas not consldered., (Author/DJIM}
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THE COMPTROLLER OENERAL
QF THE UNITED BYATES

WABHINGTON, D.C. 205489

FiLE: ’-185824 DATE: June 1, 1977

MATTER OF: Veterans Memorial Aasociation, Inc.

DIGEST:

Protest alleging improprieries in HUD's handling of
golicitation issued pursuant to 12 U.S.C. § 1713
{1970) will not be conasidered, since GAOC has no
jurigdiction to decide such protests becauce Sec-
retary of HUD has broad authority pursuant to

12 U.8.C. § 1702 (1970) to make expenditures
"without regard to any other provis'ons of law
governing the expenditures of public funds.”

Veterans Memorial Association, Inc., protests alleged improprieties
by the Department of fiousing and Urban Development (HUD) in 4ts handling
of a solicitation for proposals from non-profit organizations for the
purchase and operstion of the Cherokee Terrars Apartments, a low-income
housing facility in Enid, Oklahoma,

Pursuant to 17 U.8.C. § 1713(1) (1970), the Secretary of HUD muy
dispcse of property notwithstnnding uny other: provision of law relating
to the acquisition, handling, or disposal of real propérty by the
United States. Furthermore, 12 U.s,.C. § 1702 (1970) authorizes the
Secretary in pertinent part (1) to make .such expenditures as are nec-
easary to carry out the digposal of p:operty and other functions without
regard to any other provisions of law governing the expenditures of
public funds and (2) to sue and be sued in any court of competent
jurisdiction. While ‘this authority formazly resided in the Commissioner
of the Federal Housin:G Administration (FHA), it was transferred in
1965 to the Secretary of HUD by the Department of Housing and Urban
Development. Act, Pub. L. No. £9-174 § 5(a), 79 Stat. 669, 42 U.S.C.

§ 3534 (1970).

In light of the uxtrno:dxnaty euthority granted the secretary
of HUD by 12 U.5.C. § 1702, our Office has no legal basis to question
the 3ecretary's expenditure of funds and /_ }n no basig to approve or
to take an exception to the Secretary's accounts. Therefore, the
protest wlll not be considered. E., L. Speéncer Lumber Co., and

John Ellis, B-188283, February 23, 1977, 77-1 CPD 134,
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‘Paul G. Dembling
Seneral Counsel
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